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HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DIS'llRIC ?

H . B . No . 1131

An Act c r e a t i n g t he Harris Cou nty Flood Control v i s t r i c t in
Harris County , Texas , and defining its p owe r s ; d e s i gna t ing
the Commission~rs Cour t as the g ove r n i ng body of such Dis ­
tri ct and defining the p owers of such Court in conne ction
therewith; providing for the filing of a petition for t h e

'i ssuance of bonds , notice of hearing t h e r e on, for an elec ­
tion therefor , and the procedu re; limiting the t ax r a t e i n
support of bonds voted; providin g for the is s uan c e of bo nds
a nd the manner and form thereof a nd the pr o c edu re i n con ­
nection wi t h t he issuance, registration , approval , a nd s a l e
t h e r e o f ; defini ng the du t i e s of the 'various offi c i a l s o f
Harris County; pro v i~ ng that Stat e laws a pplicable to
con t racts a nd accounti ng for funds shall a pply to such Dis ­
trict; making the Act cumulative of other laws; p rovidi n g
for the use of pUb l i c property by such District; granti ng
the right of eminent do~ a in ; providL~ g laws relating to
assessing a nd c o l l ec t i ng State a nd county curr e nt a nd d e ­
linquent taxes shall a pply to said District; p r o v i d ing that
i f any provision of t h is Ac t shal l be he l d invalid or un ­
const itut i onal the ~the r pr o vi s ion~ shall not be affe cted ;
repealing a ll laws or pa r t s of laws i n c on f l i c t he r ewi t h ;
and de claring a n emerge~ cy .

Be it enacted b y t h e Legi s la ture o f t he S t ate of Te xas :

Section 1 . Harris Coun t y Flood Control Di stri ct Cr e a t ed . There is
hereby cre a ted a nd e stab lishe d wi thin the St ate c f Te x a s , i n a dditi on
to the districts into whi ch t he Stat e has he retofore b e en di v i d ed , i n
the f o r m and manne r he r e inaf t e r prov i d ed , a c ons erva t ion and r ec l ama ­
t i on district t o b9 k nown as Har r i s Cou nty F l ood Co n trol Di s t r i ct ,
hereinafter called t h e Distr i c t , and cons i s ti n g o f t h a t par t o f the
State o f Te x as whi ch i s k nown a s and included within the boundarie s
of t h e Coun ty o f Ha r ris . Such Distri ct s h all be .a ;o v e rnme~t a l agency
a nd body p o l it i c a nd c orpor~te , with the power s of g ov e r nme n t a nd ith
t h e authori ty t o exercis e t he ri ghts, pri vi lege s , and f unc ti ons here ­
inafter s08cifi ed , the c r oa t i on and es t abli s hn~ ~lt of such Di stri ct
b ei n g e s se n t i al to the ac c omplishment o f the pu r p ose s of Se cti on 59 of
Ar ti cle XVI of tho Con s t i t ut i on of t h e Stat e of Texa s> as amended , in ­
cludi n g t he con trol , s t oring , prese r v a t i on , and d i s tr i bu ti on of the
storm a n d flood wat Gr s , a nd the wa t e r s of t he r i ve r s and s t r eams in
Ha r ris County and t h eir tributaries , f or dome s t ic , muni c i na l , f l ood
con tro l , irri ga ti on , and oth er us eful pu r po se s , the r eclama t i on a nd
drainag e of t h e overflow l a nd of Ha r r i s County , the c ons ervati on of
for asts , a n d . to a i d i n the pr o te c t i on of navigat ion on the navigab le
waters by r e gu l a t i ng the f l ood and s t o r m wate r s t hat f l ow i n to s aid
nav iga b le str o ams .

The Conmlission crs Cou r t of H~rri s Coun ty , Toxqs , is h ere by desi g ­
nated as tte g ove rning bo dy of su ch Di strict and the a gen cy through
whi ch the managemen t a nd c ontrol of the Dis t r i ct s h all b e adm in i s t e r e d ,
and it is h ereby emp owor e d to do a ny a nd a l l t hin gs ne ce s sar y to carry
out the airrs and pur~o s e s of this Ac t .
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Sec . 2 Add e d P owers . I n a ddi t i on to the powe r s ; i ve n t o the Com­

mi s s i one r s Court by Gene r a l I ·aws a nd i n a dd i ti on t o the ge ne r a l DOW ­
ers here i n gi ven , i t sha l l b e authorized i u c o~ne ct ion wi t h t h e Har ri s
Coun t y Flood Con ~ro l ~i stri c t to e x e r c is e t he fo l l o ~ ing ~dded r i gh ts ,
powe r s , 0r i vi l ege s , and f u nc t i ons :

a . To a cqu i re l and and r i gh t s and i n terest t herein and any o t her
character of ' pr op e r t y ne e ded t o c Jrry on the wor k o f f l ood con tro l , by
gi f t , de vi se , ) u r ch asG , or c ond emn a t i on ;

0 . To s 911 , t r ~de , or o the r wi s e 1 18 00S8 of l ~nd or other 9roper t y
or r i gh t s t h e r-e i n '!;"Vh '3 D the same a r e no longer noeded f or t h e p r o j e c t
or f l ood con t rol pu rp os e s ;

c . To a ppoint a f l oo ( con t r o l ma na Ger ~nd such a[en t s and emp loyees
of t he Cou nty f or f l ood con t ro l purpos es ~s may b e ne c e s s a ry , includ ­
ing an engi ne e r arid co u n s c i , an d to pr-o s c r i.be t h eir du t ie s and f i x
t heir b ond s a n d compe ns ati on ;

d . To authori z e 1. ts offic e r s , cmp Loy o e a , or 9.gent s to go u on a ny
l ands lyi n~ wi thin t h o Di s t ri c t f or the pu rpos e of mak i ng surve:s and
ex ami ni ng the s ams i n c onne c t i o~ wi t h floo d control ~ lan s and pr o jec t s ,
and f or any o t h cr La wt 'u I pu r-pos o w.l t nl n t he SC C p 0 of i t s au t hori t y ;

e . To d evi s e ~ lans and c onstruc t wo rks t o l e s s e n ~nd control
floods; t o r 0claim l an~s i n t h e Dis t r i c t ; to preven t t h e 18Dos i t of
s il t in navigaLle s t r ,a rrs ; t o r omO V0 obs truct ~on s , na t ural or art:fi ­
cial , f r om str 0ams and wa t e r c ours e s; t o r e gula t o the f l oi of surfa ce
and flo od wa t e r a ; and t o p r-o vi do dr-a i na re whe r-e e s e r.n t. L a L t o t h e f l ood
c ont rol pro je c t ;

f . To exe r c is e a ll powe rs , r i ghts , pr i vilege s , ani ~un c t i on s , c on ­
f e r r e d by gen er a l l a w u pon i l ood control di str i cts cre a t ed pu r suan
t o Sec t ion 59 of Arti cle XVI of t he Cons t i t l: t ion of Texas , a s amended ,
so f a r as t he s a ms ma y b e a pp l i cable to Ha~ri s Cou n t y and e ssential
to t he f l ood con t r o l u r o je c t ;

g . To coopera t e wi th ari d co n t r a ct wl t h t he Unite d St a tes of Amer-L c a
or wi th a ny of it s agcr c i e s now 8xis ti ~ [ , o r whi ch ma y b e croated
hereaf t er , fo r gr .0.n t s , lea ns , o r ~A. d.v an c emcn ts t o c a r r y out -:.~ny of the
power s or to I'u r t.h er- any o f t he pu r-po s e e s e t fo rth in t h i s Act and to
r eceive and US b s a i d moneys fo r s uch purp oses ; or to con t ri bute t o t h e
U • t d r . ta t .c> " • f· t . . t . . . hn i. e ~ .a t e s 0 1. 1...rne r- : C.'J. or any 0 _ 1 S 8.Ee D. Cle S r n c c nne c t on ?Jl t a ny
pr o j e ct u ndert aken by 5.t affe c t i ng or r 8 1 ~ t in g t o f l ood co n t r o l i n
Har ris County;

h . To coopers t s wi t h , or t o c on trac t with , t h o Ci t y of Houston , or
a ny adj a ce n t c eun ~y , or any age n c y or p o l i t i c~l subdivisi on of t~e

S.l- r- t r or anv C 1°.1..,- or ~-0 1r ' "() ,, ; t ·I ., ~ '1 Har-r- t s Coun t.v in r-e La t Lo n t o su r-vey sL·::t "·d , 0 ~ ~ L"J ., ~ ., .:.. - ""' -:- ~ •..L ... 1:'<:J. ... _- '-' v »: I .Y - - - .:, :',~..l. J 0 . ... . ,

the a cquls l t l on of L ~~a or rl gn t 01 w~ys , the c ons t r u c t l on or m~ln -

t.o n an c e of c r- o j e c t .s or ~_;J. r t s t ~l :)r7; o f' or t he ttn an c Lng of t h e s ame in
connect i on wi th ~~y ~~ t t G r wi thi n the 2 COp 0 o f t his Ac t ;

.l. . 'I'c suo s.n i b e s ued. in : ;.n y ·) r c) "P {:; 2.... C :J.S C und er t h o La ws of t h i s
S t 9. t s ; a nd. 0.1 1 cour ts s h a Ll. t ::.kG ,)ud 5.. c i Lll n o t i C ·J of t he e s t a bIi s hmen t
ofthe s So i d Di s t r i c t ; ~.n oj
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J - ~' o d o a ny ani a l l o t h er ac t s or thi n ~s n e c e s s a r y or Dr one r t o

carry Ln t o effe ct the f o re coin..; p cw e r s .

Se c . 3 . Pe t ition f or Hear i ng _ A pe t iti on rray b e fi led wi t h the
County Clerk of :Ha r r i s Coun t.v f o r s u bmi s s ion to t he Commission e rs Cou r t ,
si gned by no t less t han fi fty (50) qu a i ifie i property t axpay ing vo t ers
r e s i de n t of said County who own s nd a s s e s s pr ope r t y t h e r e i n , acc om­
panied by t he c e r t i fi c at e o~ the Assess or ~nd Collector of Tax e s s hov ­
ing that such person s h a ve corre ct ly stated the f a c t s wi t h r es ~ ect t o
their qualific ations t o si gn the pe t i t: on , which pet ition may r equ es t
tte submis s ~on to the qua l if i ed v e te rs t h o qu est i e n of t h e issuan ce of
a nam ed amount of bon ds fo r f l ood cont r o l purpo s es under t h e pro v i s ions
of Sec t ion 5q of Art i c le XVI of the Cenetitution of t h e Sta t e of Texas ,

- as amend ed . Said pe tit i on shall s e t cu t tho ge ~ oral nature of t h e ~ork

t o be done , the ne c e ss i t y t h e r e for , t h e f eas i b i l i t y the re of , a nd a
r easonabl e amou n t of d e t a i l with r es pe ct t o t h e ma t te r s a lle ged , suff i ­
cient to inf orm t h e Commis sioners Cour-t f u l l y of t h c pu r pos e , I t i l i t y J
f easibili ty , a nd ne ce s s i t y the r0 fo r . ~hG put i t i on shal l s tate the
os t i ma t el cost o f t h o nr c j~ c t a s th3n e s timate d and i t s opera t i n g c os t
and shall gi v0 su ch addi t i ona l i nformat i on as rn~y b e a vail ab l e f or
t h e pu r o os c , Trio p etit i on sha l l r-e quc s t tha t t h o Commi e s i one r-s Cour t
h c ar e vt don c o of t nc f (; a s i b i l i t ~r J o r-ac t lc ab l Ll t .v, and c os t s o f tho
pr o j c c t and wh0tb.0r or n ot t h o 3 9.n:(; wou Ld be a pub Li c b :~'~ n cfi t and is
n06 d 8d , a nd that an e le c tion b e c &ll~d to do te rrr ine whs t h or or no t
sa i d bo nds shal l b o i ssued .

·Soc . h. No t i c o of Hcar5.ng . No tLc o of s u ch h oa r i ng s h all b e g i ven
by public ~t i on on c o a week 1 0 r t wo (2 ) b o ~ s ccuti vG we6k s pri or t o t h o
date fixed for such heari n g and e xcl~sive t hereof in a da i ly nevs ­
nape r pu b Ll s h e I i n Har-r- ie Coun t y wr.Lch sai d n o t i.c e s h all c on s I s t o f a
cert i fied copy of the pe t it i on a~d o f t~e orde r o f t he Cour t s e ti n g
the s ame f or he aring a nd s hal l 06 s i ~;ned by t h e Coun t y Judge _ In
addition the r e t o , t h e Sh e r iff ~ f Ha r r i s Coun t y s ha l l ~c s t a t l e ~ ~

f i f t e sn (1 5) days pr ' or t o t h o dat e of hea ring , onc co~y of s ai d
not :cc at e a ch of f our (L) ~ub li c p l a ce s i n Har ris County a nd one c o y
t h ereof at t h e Cour thou s 6 joor , and s a i d s heri f f a nd t he e ditor of
t he n ewspa per i n whi c h s a id no t i ce is Du b li s he d s hal l rrak e due r o u r.
unde r oat h showing t h e da t os of u o s t i ng a nd pub li c at ion , r e pe c : el~ .

Sec . 5. He a r- Lng , Th e COml'J1i S 3 i c ~1 0r s Cou r t sha l l h a ve tiu I>i Gd i c t :.on
t o h ear , consider , and jD tG r~i n8 the mat te r s brou gh t be for e i t i n sai d
pe t i t i on and by t h e G vi d~ n cc pr odu ce d in f avor of and ag a ins t h e pro ­
p os i t.Lcn to i ssue bonds . The h '~; ar i n g may b e co n t Lnuc d fr om jay t o day .
Shou l d t.hc Court r e f'u s o s a i.d pc t i t ion i t s h 3.1 1 s o f i nd and i t s or de r
s h a LL b e r o oor-dod i n. 5. t s mi nut es r 0i'uS:1.D6 2 a Ld pc t Lt t c n and gi vi n g its
r e as on s t .nc r-e t' or . Shou ld the Commi ss i onor s Court d c t c r-mt ne t ha t the
proDosition to i s s ue such b on ds s houl d b a ~ubmi tt cd a- an e l~ c t i on

c a Ll.cd f or the »ur-p o s c i t a h a Ll. t.h c r- e . u p o n c n t .e r i t s o rQE- r ma k I ri g i t s
fi ndi ngs v: i t .r: r-rso r.c t t o t h e ma t t .c r s h c r c Ln ;:r ovidc d fe r 3.n8. shall b e
au t.ho r- Lz e d t o suomi t in a c c or- a .i n cc '..vi t h t.h ., p r-c v l e i on s of t.he Cons t i ­
tut ion and wi t.h Subd ivi s i.ons I ~t ~ ld 2 of Tit le 22 of t'rJ.~ Re vis e d Ci vil
St 3. t u t os 0 fT cx a.~. 0 f I S2 5, t c :~':l ':.. 1 0 c t :-on 0 f t h e qU 3 1 i r l e ; '9r 0 P(;r t y
t axpay i ng vot a rs r c s i j ont o f s 21d Coun t y who c wn a~ .j ~ s s c s s prop8rty
there i n, t h~ que s t ion of ~ bon d i ~ su ~ fe r t he pu r p022 of Dro viding
s 9. i d f u n d S , 9.nd S:. id e 0 u n t y i t) ,.::; :i. ITC n thc r i :~J:\ t , 0.ft e r 2 mJ. j 0 r i t Y v0 t e
o f t h c e l octor' s. qua L f. f' L ed ':'_3 h<:~ ri_: in I" \ _:q ~:~i r -.::: f.i i n fs..V C 2 of the pr o po si ­
t i o n t o i s ~ u 0 ,) (1 n <lS , t.0 i :3 s u e f l o 0 J. c on t r 0 1 b 0 ~'Ll s ~~ s '1U thor i zeI b . ,T

Section 59 of the COD 2t i t.u t icn of' t h e: S t £1t.C o f ,'J: c x ~·~ s , ~:. .s amcndcL , u pon
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a compliance wi t h the provi s i ons o f Subd i v i sions 1 a nd 2 o f Ti tle 22 ,
Revised Ci vi l St a t u t e s o f Te x a s o f 1 925, a n d with t hi s Se c t i on , and
wi th i n the limitations therein pr e sc r i b e d; and t o levy and a ssess
u pon all t h e property subject to taxat ion in s aid Coun t y , a nd the r e ­
a f t e r to c o l l e c t such taxes a s ma y annual ly be required to pa y the i n ­
terest on the oond s voted at said election and to crea te a s ink ing
fund s u ff icient t o retire said bonds at ma t u r i ty; p r ov ide d t hat
addi t i ona l bo nds may be i ssued from time t o time in like mann e r and
under the same p r o c edu r e .

Provided further , however , that the i niti al issuan c e of bonds shal l
no t be for a sum wh i ch wi ll require a tax r a t e in excess of Fiftee n
(15) Cents on the o ne hundred dollars va luation of the pr op e r ty within
sai d Distri ct , no r shall any subs equent is sue of said bonds b e auth­
ori z e d the e ffe c t of wh i ch wi l l b e t o increas e t he tax r a t e fo r a ll

_ ou t stand ing bo nds of sa i d District in c luding such i ssue to an amount
in e x c e s s of Fift e en (15) Cents on t he one hundred dollars valu at i on
to pay the i nterest on said bonds and to creat e a sinki ng fund t o r e ­
t i re t h e .s ame at ma t u r i ty .

Sec. 6. Bond Re cor d . Before any Harri s County F l ood Con t r o l Di s ­
t r i c t bond s authoriz ed by thi s Ac t shall b e sold, a c0rti f i 6d copy
o f t h e pro ceedings fo r the issuance t here of i nc ludi n g certificates
s ho wi n g t h e b onded i ndebtedness of t h e Di s t r i c t , certi ficates s howi ng
t ho ass ess ed values of t h e p ro pe r t y of t h e Coun t y , and certificates
r eflocti n g a ny othar i nformati un wh i ch t h e At torn ey Ge neral of t h e
State of Tex a s ma y r equire , shall b e su b mi t t e d to the Attorn ey Gene r a l ;
and if h e s hall a ppro v e s uch bonds, he shall exe cu te a certi fic a t e t o
that e f fe c t , whi ch Shall b e filed i n t h e office of t h e Comp tro ller of
Public Accoun ts of t h e Stat e o f Texas .

No b onds shall b e sold until the Stat e Board of Edu cat i on has been
g i ve n its Qr e f e r e n t i a l ri ght of purchase as pr ovided b y l a w, a n d unti l
the same shall have been registered by t h e Comptro ller who s h all so
register the same if the Attorney Ge n era l shall have f i l e d wi th the
Comptroller o f Public Ac counts of t he S t ate of Texas h i s cer ti fica te
a pproving the bonds a nd the pr o ce e d i ngs f or t he is sua nc e the r eof , as
h e r eina b o ve pro vi d e d .

The Coun ty Treas u r e r s hall kee p a r ecord i n a we l l -bound book of a ll
b onds issued a nd shall re g i s ter the r e in the · a mount o f bonds i ssued, the
numbers , the de nominati on, rate o f interest , dat e du e, date of i s s u e ,
t he p aying a gent , t h e amount r ec e ive d, and the pu r chas s r . The said
book s hall be at all t imes op en t o t he i ns pection of a l l prope r p a rtie s>
e i t h er taxpayers or b ondholders or of fici als o f the State or Count· .

Wh e n s uch b onds have been r e g i s t e r e d with t h e County Treas u re r > the
Commissionors Court of said County Shall s et a d a te fo r the sale of
such amount of bonds as ma y b e ne eded to procure funds to c o ns truct
the improvements then contemp late i a n d pay the exp ens es incid8nt the re ­
to , a nd after advertising s aid bond s fo r s a le by n o t i ce publish ed once
a we e k for t wo (2) c on s ecutive week s , shall sell such b onds u pon t he
best term s and f or the b es t pri ce obtainable , but n one o f s ai d bonds
shall b e so l d for less than t he fa c e va l ue t h ereof and accrued i nterest
there on to date o f d e livery , and the pu rchase pr i ce o f such bonds shall
b e pai d to the Count y Treasurer and sh a ll b e b y him p l a ced to t he
credit of the Harris County Flood Control Di s t r i c t and said funds shall
b e a va i lab le f or t h e c on struct i on of the p r o je c t a n d its operation a s
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vote1; provi ded that t he a ccr u e d intere st a nd premium r ece ived shal l
be cre iite d to t h e i nter est and s1.nk ing f und o f t he County f or such
issue of bonds . Ne commissi on sha l l be pald f or the sale of a ny bonds .

All b ond s app r o ve d by t he At t o r ne y Ge n er a l , re g istere d by the Comp­
troller, a nd issued a n d so ld i n a c c o r d a n c e rlth the pro c e eding s s o
a p proved, shall be va~ i d a nd bind i n g obli g a tions of t he Ha r ri s County
F l o od Con trol Dis trict of Harris County , Te x a s , and sh~lll J 8 i n con test ­
able f or a ny c ause from a n d after t h e t ime o f such registrati on , e x ­
cept fo r f orege r y (forgery ) or f r au d .

Th e Commt s s t onc r-s Court shall have t he r-L ;.. h t to emp l oy the Coun t y
Auditor or a ny o t h er qualifi ed p Gr s o o to prepar e a l l o rde rs , not ice s ,
certi ficat es, and transcr i pts of the -pr o c e e d i n g s o f a ny issue of bon ds
in order to ob t ain the opinion of t h G Attorney Gene r a l a n d a commsr ­
c ial l 6ga l opinion to insur e t h e f u l l ma r ke t price for such b onds whe n
sold, and t o pay al l t h e ne c e s sar y e xpense s i nci d e n t there t o and t o
the nr inting , r 0g is t er ing , issuanc o , sa l e , a nd a 9proval o f such bonds.

Sec. 7. F orm of Bond s 0 All bonds i s s u e d unier t he provisions of
thi s Act shall be i s s u e d in the name of the Ha r r i s County F l oo d Con ­
trol Di s t ri c t o f Ha r r i s County, Tex a s , a nd s hall be s i gne d b y the
County Judg e, attested by t he Coun t y Clerk, and t h e seal of t b e Com­
mi ssione r s Court of Ha r r i s Coun t y shall be aff i xe l t o each of t hem.
Sa i d b onds shal l ue re gistered with the County Tr e a s u r e r a nd his Cer ­
tific a te of Re gi strat i on s h all be endo r s ed on s a i d bonds . Sai d b e nds
shall b e i s s u ed i n den ominat ions cf not l ess than On e Hu ndr ed Dol lar s
($100) nor rro r e t h a n One Thou sand Do l l a r s ( tl , OOO), as d etermi ne d in
the order au t h or i z i n g t h e i r issua nce, and sh all be a r i n t e re s t at a
rate n o t t o ex ceed fi ve ( 5) pe r c e ntum p er a n num, payable s e miannually
a nd evidenced by a t ta ched c oup on s wh ich s h a ll b e ar t he f a c simi le sig ­
na t ures of t h e Cou nty J~dge a nd of t h e Cou 6ty Cle rk . The bonds shal l
mature s erially or oth erwi se in such number of y ears a s ma y be dete r ­
min ed by the Com~lissioners Court not to e x ce e d t h irty (30 ) ye a r s .

Payme nt of pr in c ipa l and i ntere st ma y be made at such p l a ce s as may
b e d e t ermi n e d by t h e Commi ssioners Cour t i n t h : order a u t hori zi n g the
issuanc e o f s uch bonds 0

Sec . 8 0 Stat e La ws Ap p L i.c ab Le , Al l e x i s t i n g S t a t e La ws , Ge ne r a l or
Spe c ial , a pp licable to c on tracts and t o the rece i pt a nd d i s bu r s ement
of , a n d acc ount i ng f or , pu b l i c funds in Harris County a r e he r eby made
app l i cable to t h e contracts a nd t o the rece ipt and d isbur s emen t of , a nd
ac c ou n ting for, a ny funds co llected and disbur s e d under the t e rms !. ~· o f

thi s Ac t . Th e p ro v i s ions of this Act shall b e cumulat ive of any othe r
laws u pon t h e s ub ject ma t t e r .

Sec . 9. Use o f Public Property . In the pr osecu t ion of t he f loodcon­
trol p l a n s of t he Harris Cou n t y F l o od Control Distric t , t he Di s t ri c t
shall be recogni zed t o h ave t he ri ght to make u s e of t he b ed a nd .banks
of the bayous, r ivers, a nd strea~s lyin g within t he Dis t ri c t , subj ect
to the pr i o r r i ght a nd authority of the Ha r r i s Cou n t y Houston Ship
Channel Na v iga tion District o ver t he nav i gab le s t r e ams in t he Na v iga ­
tion District and t h e submer ged lan d s h eretofo re g i v e n by the Sta te of
Texas to t ha t Na v i ga t i on Di str ict .

Th e Ha r r is Coun t y F l o od Control Di st r i ct sha ll have a righ t of wa y
and eas eme n t over and a cros s the ro a is and hi ghways of the Sta t e a nd
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i ts subdivision s : f or t he constructi on "and ma i n t enan ce of ti e f l o od
con t rol proje cts of the Di s t r i c t , sub ject , however , t o the concurrence
of t he State Hi gh 1Nay Ccrren i s s i.cn whe n e ve r "s u ch p r o j e ct s reqv.ire the re ­
l ocation or br idgi n g of state highways .

The Di s t r i c t shall have t he power a nd authority t o overf low or inun ­
date a ny pu b l i c lands a nd public p rope r ty , a nd to r e quire t h e relo c ~­

tioD of ro ads a nd highways , in the manne r and t o t h e extent perm itted
t o any d istrict ur gan i z e d under Gene r a l Laws, pu r s u an t to Sect i on 59
of Artic l e XVI o f t h E) Constitution of this State , a s amendej .

38 C . 10 . Emin e nt Domai n . The Harris County F l ood Control Distri ct
s h all h a ve t h e r i ght and p owe r of emi n e nt d oma in f o r the pu rpose of
acqulrl ng by c o n d emnation any a nd all pr ope r ty of a ny k i nd, real , pe r ­
s on al , or mi xed , or a ny inte r e s t therei n, wi t h in the boun dar i e s o f the
Di stri c t , n ecess ary o r co n veni ent to tho ex e r c i s e of t he ri ghts, 9 0 ­
e r s , privile ges, and functi ons conferred u pon it by thi s Act, i n the
ma nne r p r ov i ded by General La w wi t h r es ~ect to condemnati on, or , a t
the opti on of t h e Commissi oners Court , i n t h e manne r pro vided by
Statutes r elatlve t o condemn ati on by di s t r i ct s org aniz e d under Ge ne r a l
Law pu r s u a n t t o 3e c t ion 59 of Ar t i c le XVI of t h e Con s t itu t i on of the
S t ate of Texas , a s amende d .

I n condemn at i on proceedlngs b e ing prose cu ted by s a i c Di s t ri c t , the
DI str i c t sh all not b o r equ ir e d to gi ve b ond f or appea l o r b ond fo r
cost s .

Sec . 11 . Taxe s . All La ws o f t h e '::- tate of Te xas re lat ing t o the a s ­
s essin g and collecting of S t ate a nd County Taxos a re by thi s Act made
a vai lab le for, and s hall b e a ppl i ed t o , tho col l ect i o n of both current
a n d de linque nt t~xes of t h e H~rri s County Flood Contro l Distri c t in s o
far as such laws a re app l i cab le .

Sec. 12 . Of fic ers . Th e Coun t y Judge , Cou n ty Commis si oners , the As ­
s essor and Collector of Taxes , t h e Coun t y Tr easure r , and the depository
a re au t ho r i ze d t o , and s h all b o r equir e d t o , perfo rm a l l dutie s i n con ­
n ection wi t h t h e F l ood Control Di s t r ict re qui re1 of them bJ law in con ­
n ection with o f fici 9.1 ma t te r s f or HarI'i s Coun y , and the County Audito r
shall be the Au di to r f o r t he Harr i s Coun ty F l ood Contr ol Dis r ic t an
all o f the provision s of Ar ti c l~ s 1667 thr ough 1673, a s a e nded, ~cts
of t he Forty-th ird Legi s la t u r e , Regu l a r Sessi on, 193 3, s h a l l app ly to
the Ha r r i s County Flood Control District .

Sec . 12 - a. Tax Col le c t o r ' s Re ports . If at any Lme after t e e nac t >

men t of t his l a w, the Le g l e Ls t.ur- e of t h e State of TeX .9. S s h a ll make any
d ona t i on or grant or dl v e r sion o r r e mi ssion of taxe s 0 or affecting
Ha r r is County , Texa s , or t h e flood control d i s t ri c t he rein c reated , in
li e B . 24 or i n ~ . B . 1 58 , Ac t s Regula r Sess i on, Fo r ty-fifth Legi slature)
at the end of ea ch mon th af te r t he e f fe c t i ve d a te of such Ac t , t h e
As s e s s or a nd Colle ctor o f Taxe s o f Ha r r i s Count y s hall make a n i t e miz ed
report u nder oath t o the Compt ro l le r of Public Accoun .s of the St a t e of
Texas on f o rms to be furn ished b y t h e Compt r oller showi ng ea ch and e ve ry
item o f t h e S t a te t axes collected by him u po n property a n d from pe r sons
wi thin the Di str ic t; and he shal l a c c omp a ny the same with an ite mi z ed
stat eme nt l i s ting a l l t axe s r ec eived and s ho wi ng full dis 90sal of a l l
such t axes collected . The said Asses s or a n d Collector of Tax e s shall
forward his r eport to the Co~ptroller , a n d shall make a like report to
the Cou n t y Auditor , an d h e shall p ay over to t h e Coun t y Tre asuror a l l
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moneys c o l l ec t e d by him as State t a xe s so donated or gran ted unde r
Le gi slative author ity , l e s s s uch a~ount s as a r e al lowed b y law fo r
a ssessi n g and col l ecting same , and s h a ll remit t h e balance to the
pr ouer au t h ori t y as re qu i r e d by th8n exi st ing l a ws.

The Commi s s ione r s Court, i n i ts di s c r e t ion , may ut i lize t he tax funds
donated and gr a nt e d by t h e S t a t e of Tex a s fo r the c on s truct i o n o f fl ood
c ontrol i mprovements a nd o t her i mprovements and pur90se s auth orized by
su ch en a ctment s and the ma i n t enan c e or o perat i on the re of; or ma· de ­
c os i t t h e s arne in a s i nki ng fund to pay i nterest on and to redeem b onds
of s aid Di s trict or other obli g a ti on s issued for such pur9 0 s e s, i n the
ma nn e r he reinaft e r p ro vi d e d .

Sec . 12 - b. Issuance of Bonds. The Coun ty of Har ris , Texas, act ing
by a nd t.h r-cu gh i t s Commiss i oners Cou r t, s h all h ave au thority and it j_s

he reby a uthori ze l to i s s u e i t s nego t iab le bm ds secure d by a pledbe of
any s uch taxe s hereafte r donate d , gran t ed , diver te d o r r emi t t e d by the
State of Texas to i t o r t h e F l ool Con trol Di stri c t cre at e d he r ein b y
the te rms of H . B. 24 or H. B . l5b of the Re gu l a r Ses s ion , For~y-fifth

Le g islatu r e , and the pro ceod s o f t he s ale of s u ch bonds may be us e d f or
pu r chas ing l a nds, e a sements , right of ways , structu r es, and fo r the
c ons tru c t i o n of i mproveme nts, i nc luding dams , re servoi rs , and a ll othe r
~orks sui t ~b l e f o r us c i n connection wi th the f l ood control program and
p r o je c t s i n sa id County and the ~ai n t en an c 8 ani opora tion t he r e of , and
d o i n g a l l thi n gs ne ce ssary t o t h e ex e cut ion of t h e purpo se s fo r vh i ch
t h e gran t and d onat i on is made ; p r o vided , h ow6 ve r , t ha t t h e a ggregate
amoun t o f b onds to b e i ssue d shall no t eX C C ';:; .1 such s um a s t h e d on a t i on
~nd gr an t of t h e Stat o t a x os wi ll s orvi ce so a s t o pay i n t ere s t and to
c r eate a s inki ng f und suf f ic i ent to p qy s ~ l j bonds at m~ turity .

In the e vent t he Corr~i ssione r s Cour t of Harris Coun ty , Tex ~s ~ shall
de t e r mine b y a ma j or ity vote on a Re so lu t ion entere1 of r e c or d, g i ving
the re as on s t herefor and s h owi ng that a ne ce s si t y exi sts fo r util i zing
a ny tax f u nds hereaf te r donate d and gr anted b y t h e State of Te x a s fo r
t he i ssuan ce of bo nd s in or de r t o faci l i t a t e the construction of i m­
provements . and ma ke fund s i mmediat ely ava i l a b le , s a i d b ond s ma y be
is s u ':l i n the fo rm and ma n ne r he rei nafte r p res cribe i . The bonds s o
authori z ed a nd issu e d i n a c cordance with t he pr ovi si ons of t his Ac t
n eed no t b e issued at one t ime . The amou n t of money n e c e s s a r y t o o r ­
vide a s i ~king f u n d to mature s a i d bo n d s a nd t o pay the i n t eres t here ­
on s h a ll be set aside a nnu a lly f r om the f irst of s uch h e re after dona t e d
and gr an ted fund s r ec eived f rom the As se s s or and Col l ec t or of Tax e s a nd
s aid f u n ds may not be d i ve r te d t o a ny o t he r pu rpo se . Office rs o f t he
County and the Depo s i tor y a re fo r b idden to a u thor i ze t he payment of a ny
amount f r OTIl s a i d State t axes he reaft e r s o d onate d a nd g r an t e d u n t i l
t h ere has first b e e n s et a si de the r e f rom an amount suf fi ci e nt t o c ove r
al l se r v i cing ch ar ges for the bonds f or t h e y e ar. The reupon and a f te r
the Auditor has f i led a c e rt if i cate sh owi n g t h e deposit t o t h e i ~ t e r e st

a nd sinki ng f und of a s u ffi cient amount t o cover such s e rvi c ing ch a r ge s
f or t h e y ear , a ny taxes h e r eafte r dona ted , granted , d i ve rted , or r emitt ­
ed to Har ri s County or t h e F lo od C o~trol Di str i c t cre a t e d here in by the
St a t e of Te xa s u n d er the t erms of H. B . 24 or H. B . 158, Act s Re gular
Se s s i on , For ty-fifth Leg i s l a t u re , co l l ect od du ring the r emai nd er of the
yea r nlay b e u t i lize d f or purp o s e s c onsiste nt ~ith t his Act. Sh ould t he
ne ces ~ i ty a r is e , the Commis si on ers Cou rt may suppleme n t fr om its gene r ­
a l f u nd s a ny S t a to t a xe s h or-eaf't. c r d on a ted and gran t od , but n o tax s h a ll
e ve r b e l e vi ed or any d ebt b e c r e a t e d a gains t tho County for such pu r ­
pose wlthou t a vo t e of t h e 90 0 n l e . Any b onds i ssued under t his Sec tion
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shall be in a c c o rdan c e wi t h the provisions of Subd ivisi ons 1 a nd 2 of
Ti tle 22 , Re v i s e J Civ i l Statutes , 1925, a nd any amendments the re t o .

Sec . 13. Va 1 i d i t Y . I f any s ec t i on , subsec t i o n , sen t enc e , c 1 .~us e ,
or phras e of t h is Ac t i s f or any r eas on h e l i to be unconstitutiona ~,

void , o r i nva lid , the val i d i t y o f the remaini ng p or t i on o f thi s Act·
shall not be affe cted thereby , it b eing the intent of the Legi s la t u r e
in adoptin g , and of the Gove r nor in a pproving this Act, that n o p o r ­
t i o n the re of c r p r o v i s i o n or r e gula t i on c on t a i n e d herein shall be come
inope }at ive or f ail by r e ason of any u nc on s ti t ut i on al i t y or invalidity
of a ny other po r t i on , p r o v i s i on , o r r e gula t i on.

Sec. 14 . Repea ~ . All laws 6r parts of l a ws in conf~ict herewith
a nd p a r t i cu l a r l y Senate Bi l l 447, pas sed at the Re gu l a r .S e s s i on o f the
For t y - f i f t h Le gis lature , a re h ereby e x p r e s s l y r epealed .

Se c . 15 . Emer~ency . The c r o ~de d c on d i t i on o f t h e c a l e nd a r a nd the
n e a r a ppr oa ch of the en d o f th~ ses sion and the fact that a l ar g e area
o f pu bl i c a nd pri vat e l a n d s, highways , h ome s , and other pr ope r ty a r e
p e r i odi c a l l y suo: e cted t o dest ruction and l o s s , and that the lives of
p e rs on s hav e be e D l ost and a r e con t inuously j eopardize d , a nd that
n avi gation i n the navigab l e wa t e r s of Harris County is imperiled to
such e x t en t as t o cre a t e a public calamity , c r e a t e a n emergency a nd an
i n p erative public ne c6ssity that t h e Constitutional Rule r e qu ir i n g
bills to b e read on thr e e s everal days b e sus p e n d e d, an:l the same is
hereby suspendej , and t h at this Act take e f f e c t and be in fo rce f rom
and afte r its pas sage , and it is s o e n a c t e d .

Approved May 15, 1937.
Effe ctive M~y 15, 1937 .
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